ANNCR:

VOICE:

ROTARY GOLLDEN ROUND TABLE
"Let's Get Acquainted"

{Acguaintance as an Opportunity for Service)

The Rotary Club of (Name City), in cooperation with Radio Station

brings you a projection of the drama you have just heard--a discussion by

¥

local community leaders of the problem drametized on Rotary Golden Theatre.
Rotary Golden Round Table is the (Name City) Rotary Club's contributiom to

the world-wide observance of Rotary International's Ciftieth anniversary.

{OFF, FROJECTING) (Name City) people don't try to make friemds with
strangers, The old families of the community resent new-comers, Even the
businessmen who ghould welcome community growth are backwerd about bringing

new business into (Name City).

SECCND VOICE: (CFF, FROJECTING) Nonsense! This is the friendliest city you'll find
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anywhere, It's the easiest thing in the world to make friends in (Name City)
--good, loyal frienda!

There we have two widely divergent opinions about the friendliness of our
commmity. And which is correct? The answer probably lies somevhere in
between. For the next 15 minutes, we are going to discuss (Neme City's)
friendliness or lack of it, and the ways good friendships are formed in this

community., Members of our discuseion panel are:

Mr, A . (Tdentificstion) -
M. B i (Identification) i
and Mr. C ok (Identification)

Gentlemen, it's a plemsure to have you with us, and I hope we remain good
friende after this discussion is over, As I understand it, friendship has

always been a motivating force of Rotary. Or am I wrong about that, A?

No, you're not wrong--friendship has always been a motivating force, but
not an end or objective of Rotary Clubs. Qut of fellowship has come the
Ideal of Service, which is, putting it much too briefly, the objective of
Rotary. Back at the very beginning, I suppose fellowship might even have
been the purpgse of the first Rotary Club, but that changed as the club
took form. As the group of men became better acquainted with each other
and developed a more intimate personal understanding of each other., They
were able and willing to work together toward mutually desirable objectives.

Without the fellowship, Rotary's objectives could never have been reached,
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ME., B:
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MR. C:
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MR, C:

I see. Mr., B, I've heard it said that the (Name City) Rotary Club is an
"exclusive" group, and exclusive clubs are sometimes unfriendly. What do
you have to say in answer to that charge?

The first thing T want to say is that the charge is in error. Rotary
limite ite membership to one person from each business and professional
classification so that it will not become narrow in its views and its
friendships. In an organization where there are s dozen lawyers, for
example, and six doctors and five grocers, it is almost inevitable that
the lawyers will get into one corner of the room, the doctors in another
and the grocers in still another group. Since there are no so-called
"cliques" in Rotary, a member broadens his friendships., He gets to know
and understand men from fields entirely different from his own, He
invariably discovers that relationships cutside his own immediate field
are stimulating and pleasant.

But are these people really friends or are they simply acquaintances?

They are definitely friends., Their friendship isn't confined only to the
meetings of the Rotary Club, It carries over throughout the week and into
social and community relationships.

Mr. C, do you think you have benefited from friendships acquired through
your Rotary Club membership?

I certainly do. For that matter, I think I've benefited from friendships
formed through the church, through FTA activity, through an interest in
local government, I think it's impossible to have too many friends, and

that every friend a man acquires contributes to his growth and happiness.

But is there something special about Rotary friendships?

I would say, rather, that there is something special in the opportunities
Rotary Club membership gives a man for making friends, You see, Rotary
brings us all together at least once a week for a relazed, friendly, rather
informal luncheon meeting, I've found that the more often you get to viasit
with most people, the better you like them, And Rotary, by virtue of the
way its membership is selected, gives you an opportunity to make friends
with a great variety of men, Aes 2 new member becemes more active in club
activities, he begins to make friends with Rotarians from clubs in other
cities, too. And of course, Rotary International has been a really great
force in building international understanding. Understanding leads to
friendship. The late Will Rogers said, "I never met a man I didn't like"--
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